I\/IUND* OBRERO Por que Wolfowitz esta bajo fuego? « Mensaje de Mumia -

Workers and oppressed peoples of the world unite!

WXRKERS WORLD

IMMIGRANTS ON THE MARCH

B Protests condemn
LAPD terror

B Houston hunger strike
B Michigan &'Minutemen’

B Milwaukee interview 2-3

SUPREME COURT v WOMEN

Abortion rights under attack s

Havana Conference
supports CUBAN 5 +

BUSH & SARKOZY

Rightist becomes
president of France 8

CUBA hattles
anti-gay bigotry

10
WOMEN'S
INTERNATIONAL

Meets in Latin America 9

SUBSCRIBETO
WORKERS WORLD

[] 4 weeks trial subscription $1
O one year subscription: $25

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone email

Workers World Newspaper
55 W. 17 St. NY, NY 10011
212-627-2994 www.workers.org

By Larry Holmes and Monica Moorehead
MUMI Abu-Jamal’s struggle
for freedom finally
hasanother day in court. Thatday is Thurs-
day, May 17, at 9:30 a.m. in the U.S. Third
Circuit Court of Appeals at 6th and Market
Streets in downtown Philadelphia.

This is a rare event.

It has been almost six years since
Mumia’s struggle for freedom has had a
day in court. The last one was Aug. 17,
2001. That was only weeks before Bush
and the capitalist ruling class here start-
ed using 9/11 as an excuse to invade and
occupy first Afghanistan and then Iraq,
and open up a new phase of U.S. impe-
rialism’s endless war against the people
of the world, including those here at

home, most notably now the survivors of
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

MAY 17, 2007

The government has always had two
plans for Mumia: plan A to execute him
and plan B to relegate him to life in prison
without parole. The government’s hope
was that 9711 would help them carry out
plan B, and maybe even plan A.

The police, the judges, the politicians
and the super-rich people whose inter-
ests they serve hoped that in a climate of
war and repression against immigrants,
against youths of color, against women,
against lesbians, gays, bisexuals and trans
people, and against civil liberties, people
would be too busy fighting an avalanche
of attacks to keep the movement to free
Mumia alive.

But the world has not forgotten about
Mumia. One of the principal reasons that
Mumia remains on our mind is that free-
dom fighters like Pam Africa and Julia
Wright from International Concerned
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May 17 is Free Mg Time!

The challenge:
racist police terror }
must not win!
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Prison targets Muslims
Panthers salute Mumia
Support the MOVE 9!

Family and Friends of Mumia have worked
tirelessly with many others to hold togeth-
er the world movement to free Mumia.

Another reason that Mumia will never
be justamemory is Mumiahimself. Mumia
has never forgotten the world. Even from
his tiny death-row prison cell in a remote
area near the Pennsylvania/West Virginia
border, Mumia Abu-Jamal continues to
write and speak on the important issues of
the day such as on Don Imus, the Virginia
Tech killings, immigrant rights, Katrina,
Irag, Cuba, Africa and Venezuela. His
most recent book, “We Want Freedom,”
is a loving, passionate tribute to the Black
Panther Party, which he joined as a youth
in Philadelphia.

It seems that no matter how hard the
government tries to murder, demonize or
bury Mumia, they cannotsilence the “voice

Continued on page 7
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Immigrant organizer demands

‘Fair legalization & worker protection’

Christine Neumann-Ortiz, director of the Milwaukee-
based Voces de la Frontera, spoke with Workers
World reporter Bryan G. Pfeifer at the “A Day Without
Latinos” Statewide Civil Rights March and Boycott,
May 1, in Milwaukee, Wis.

Voces de la Frontera, a member of the Wisconsin
Legalization Coalition, was the main organizer of the
march and rally of over 80,000, one of the largest pro-
gressive events in state history and one of the largest
actions in the U.S. for May Day 2007. May Day 2006
in Milwaukee drew 70,000.

Workers World: Why are you marching today?

Christine Neumann-Ortiz:
We're marching as part as a national
day of action for more comprehen-
sive immigration reform.

WW: What has been the response
in the Latin@ community, labor and
other community organizations to
this march and rally?

CNO: It'sbeen phenomenal. It's very
comparable to May 1 last year. So it’s
again one of the largest marches in
Wisconsin'’s history.

WW: What are the demands of this march and rally and
where are you going from here?

CNO: The most fundamental demand is fair legalization,
by which we mean fixing our immigration system in a way
that is going to lead to a path of earned citizenship for
people who are already in this country. And something
that is going to maintain strong workers’ rights protec-
tions for people within the country or for any immigrant
in this country regardless of immigration status.

We want strong worker protections and benefits for all
workers. And we want increased visas to address the tre-
mendous backlog in family visas, so families can be united
and not have to be concerned about whether they’re not
going to see their husbands or wives or children again.
And then of course an end to the dastardly policy of just
militarizing more and more of the border which is caus-
ing more people to die.

Christine Neumann-Ortiz

And an end to the raids because | think the whole
agenda behind the raids is an attempt to disorganize and
intimidate. It's also been part of the agenda and effort to
really disintegrate the Latino family structure, which has
been a source of strength for these families. ... And the
raids tear families apart. They're [the government] doing
this in very violent ways: sending in automatic weapons,
coming into peoples homes, coming into their workplace,
treating them as if they were mass murderers. ... So |
think people are making a statement today that we’re not
going to be intimidated. We're not going to be driven into
the shadows. We expect respect.

WW: What do you see as a connection between the
immigrant rights movement and the anti-war move-
ment and why does Voces de la Frontera work to
unite these two struggles?

CNO: Because you see the same companies benefit-
ing off militarization abroad that are benefiting from
the criminalization of the immigrant community
and the militarization of the border. Boeing, GE,
Halliburton. The very same companies who've been
exposed for corporate corruption in the war that
now 70 percent of the American public recognizes
as an illegitimate war are the very same companies
that stand to gain and are gaining from this attack
on immigrants. And it really serves this function.

And part of the other reason we felt it was important
[to unite the immigrant and anti-war movement] was
because these issues were being pitted against each other
when we were talking to elected officials. ... When you
consider that $467 billion has been spent on the Iraq war
this year alone and then immigrants are being used as the
scapegoat for all of the economic problems.

The other critical point that I think is never really talk-
ed about enough is the fact that the undocumented work-
ers, young men 18 to 25, are required, like U.S. citizens, to
enroll in the Selective Service for an emergency draft. So
you have to wonder if the whole justification for denying
them citizenship is that they’re a national security threat
yet that same government forces, requires legally with
a threat of incarceration, undocumented young men to
enroll in an emergency draft to fight and die for this coun-
try. So that’s the kind of hypocrisy in the system.[]

San Francisco 8 shackled in court

By V. Edwards
San Francisco

Seven of the former Black
Panthers known as the “San
Francisco 8”"—Richard O’Neal,
Richard Brown, Ray Boudreaux,
Harold Taylor, Hank Jones, Frank
Torres and Anthony Bottom—were
brought into a San Francisco court-
room in shackles on May 5, despite
past objections by the defense.

Jalil Muntaquim (Anthony
Bottom), imprisoned in New York,
is awaiting a decision on his chal-
lenges to extradition.

The courtroom was packed with

on bail, which is now set at $3 mil-
lion for each defendant. Judge
Little announced that the case is
being transferred to Judge Philip
Moscone.

As this brief hearing ended, one
of the defendants turned to face
supporters, smiled and lifted his
fist high. The people immediately
responded by raising their fists and
calling out words of encouragement
and support.

The next hearing is on June 11 at
9 a.m. in Dept. 21. A rally will take
place at 8 a.m., in front of the court
building at 850 Bryant St. For more
information, flyers and to make

supporters.

The defense requested motions

donations, visit: www.cdhrsupport. «sap Francisco 8"— Richard O’Neal, Richard

Brown, Ray Boudreaux, Harold Taylor, Hank
Jones, Frank Torres and Anthony Bottom.
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Protests denounce police terror Viva
against imm

By John Parker
Los Angeles

In reaction to growing anger over life-
threatening police brutality against wom-
en, men and children, a police commission
hearing was held May 8 at LAPD head-
quarters downtown, starting at 2 p.m. By
4 p.m. many people were still waiting to
speak. Most of them called for the firing of
Police Chief William Bratton.

Outside the hearing, loud and militant
chants could be heard from in front of
police headquarters. Chanters were call-
ing the police pigs, lackeys and terrorists.
The tone of this demonstration was angry
and militant.

Cop Watch, a group that videotapes
police on the streets, organized the action.
At MacArthur Park during the May Day
demonstration for immigrant rights, Cop
Watch members had been assaulted by
police trying to terrorize the crowd.

A Cop Watch organizer addressed the
rally, saying: “When the police come to
us with clubs we need to meet them with
clubs, when they come to us with shot-
guns we need to meet them with shotguns,
when they come to us with a marshmal-
low we need to beat the hell out of them
with a marshmallow.”

Cops had beat and clubbed people and
then shot 240 rounds of rubber bullets
against a very peaceful demonstration
soon after the May 1 Boycott action held

Young hunger strikers demand immigrant rights

By Gloria Rubac
Houston

Over a dozen activists in Houston’s
Latino community began a six-day hun-
ger strike on May Day, called by the
Coalition in Defense of Immigrants. Each
day the fasters sat outside for eight hours
in front of a different location, including
the headquarters of both major electoral
parties, the office of U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchison (R-Texas), and in two popular
community parks.

Each day members of the coalition as
well as other organizations and activists
came out to support the strike. On the last
day, the crowd in Moody Park was treat-
ed to hours of Indigenous dances from
Mexico. The performers were in strikingly
colorful Native clothing and headdresses
adorned with long pheasant feathers, con-
sidered sacred by Indigenous people.

Six youths fasted for the full six days
and others participated for a day or two
in solidarity. In the initial press state-
ment, the coalition stated, “We are coming

MSU students

By Cheryl LaBash
Detroit

Wherever racist anti-immigrant
so-called “minuteman” Chris Simcox
appears, student protests erupt. When
Simcox appeared at Michigan State
University on April 19, though, the school
administration and campus police worked
hand in hand with Simcox and racist stu-
dent organizations like Young Americans
for Freedom to brutalize Latin@ students
and suppress anti-racist protest, arrest-
ing five students. Two are charged with
felonies.

On April 20, holding a large banner,
“Ningun ser humano es illegal! No human
beingisillegal” Latin@ students and their
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TV camera operator beaten by Los Angeles
police.

at City Hall. Anger against this police ter-
ror has been spreading as the video of the
incident is shown almost daily on major
television networks.

The video shows indiscriminate mili-
tary-style and humiliating attacks against
a crowd in a park that contained many
children. Victims of the assault also
included celebrity journalists from the
Spanish-language news media.

People are also angry at Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa, who was quick to show his
support for Chief Bratton despite this rac-
ist police assault. On May 7 Villaraigosa
implied that his decision over whether
to renew Bratton’s contract would not be
swayed by these events.

Bratton’s contract is due for renewal
this year. It is expected to be approved,
although the only action Bratton has taken
to discipline the cops has been to reassign
two officers. Bratton told the media, “This

nt march

is not a witch hunt. This is not a feeling of
having to ‘hang ‘em high’....Not a single
Metro officer at this time has been suspend-
ed. There is no rush to judgment by me.”

The video clearly shows exactly what hap-
pened and who was responsible for the cop
riot, from the commanding officers down to
the club-swinging, shotgun-toting cops. It
belies the early police excuses that the police
attack was a response to “anarchists.”

According to the police, about 30—down
from their May 5 estimate of 100—youth
are to blame for provoking the cops. But
instead of isolating these individuals, who
the cops claim were throwing bottles at
them, the police pushed the youths into
the park a considerable distance until they
were forced into the demonstration. The
cops then began their racist riot.

Lawsuits have been filed and immigrant
rights movement organizers are strategiz-
ing as to the next action. Many—including
leaders of the March 25th Coalition,
whose march of almost 100,000 earlier on
May 1 was temporarily disrupted by police
interference—believe the attack was a con-
scious decision made by top city and per-
haps state officials to attempt to squash
the immigrant rights movement and the
rebirth of May Day as a workers’ holiday
here in the U.S.

For this and many other reasons, it is
vital that solidarity for the immigrant
struggle from the progressive and anti-
war movement continue to grow.[]

Hunger strikers at Burnet Bayland Park.

together in condemnation of our society’s
shameful treatment of immigrants and
its unwillingness to protect their funda-
mental human rights and dignity.” News

PHOTO: LIANA LOPEZ

coverage was generated in Houston for
immigrant rights and against the raids,
particularly in El Dia, Houston’s daily
Spanish-language paper.[]

protest racist ‘minuteman’

supporters told the story of how Latin@
and other students of color were singled
out for repression. “l was one of the first
people asked to leave, and | was one of
the last to exit,” said Margo Cotter, who is
white. “I don’t know if it would have been
different had | been a person of color, but
the only logical answer to that in my mind
is ‘'yes.”

Campus cops climbed over white pro-
testors to attack people of color, taking
their cues from the right-wing students
who pointed out Latinos for arrest. The
first person ushered out by the police was
a Muslim woman who sat quietly in the
meeting, had no sign and didn’t chant.
University administration officials looked
on approvingly and stayed inside the rac-

ist meeting, although students called out
to them as they were removed from the
room and arrested.

Students are demanding that the uni-
versity drop the charges and instead take
action against the racist anti-immigrant
and anti-LGBT organizers on campus.
All events are documented on YouTube
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T84sMU
wNuO&mode=related&search=)

In an escalation of repression against
Latin@ activists, police raided an off-
campus home two weeks after the MSU
arrests.

Last fall a coalition of student groups
including LGBT campus organizations
forced the university to cancel a racist
anti-immigrant “game.” ]

From Mumia Abu-Jamal on death row

- F1N
May’ ./
Day!

The following transcript is from an audio
message played at May Day rallies around the
country. Go to prisonradio.org to hear more
commentaries by Mumia.

On the move! Long Live John Africa. There
are only two peoples living on the land we
call America who weren’t immigrants—the
Indigenous, so-called Indians—and African
Americans who were dragged here in chains
and terror.

Every other person immigrated here or
his ancestors did from Europe, from China,
from India, from Ireland and yes, from Mexico.
Truth be told, America was a land of Spanish
settlement long before it became English and
there’s the rub.

The brouhaha over immigration today is
mostly a fear of the browning of America.
Imagine that. The people who originally lived
in what'’s now California, New Mexico, Arizona,
Texas, Colorado, easily a third of what'’s now
known as the United States, are to be seen as
permanent outsiders, invaders even, because
of their brown skins, their Spanish speech,
their Catholicism, and their unremitting
hunger for land and labor.

On this May Day, a day sanctified for labor,
how can we turn our backs on some of the
hardest-working people in America? Don't
alienate them; organize them. Bring them into
the farm workers’ union. Draft them into a
national carpenters’union. After all, ain't they
workers? Celebrate May Day by building work-
ers’'movements. On the move! Viva May Day!
From death row, this is Mumia Abu-Jamal.[]]

We Want Freedom:
A Life in the Black
Panther Party is an
important history of
the founding of the
Philadelphia Black
Panther Party.

Mumia, known to
the world as a wrongly |&
convicted political pris-
oner held for 25 years
in Pennsylvania's death
row, is exacting and
luminous in his history
and analysis of the Black liberation struggle.
South End Press, 2004, Paperback: 320pp,

All Things Censored, is Mumia Abu-
Jamal’s major release with more than 75 writ-
ings, composed by Mumia with the cartridge
of a ball point pen — in his death row cell.

He writes on the ironies that abound within
the U.S. prison system, the consequences
of those ironies for us all, and his own case.
Mumia’s composure,
humor, and connection
to the living world
around him represents
an irrefutable victory
over the “corrections”
system that has for
two decades sought to
isolate and silence him.

Seven Stories Press,
2000, Soft Cover,
334 p.p., Photos, Art

“They want me to die
alone—silently.”
—Mumia Abu-Jamal

Live from Death Row
is a collection of prison
writings—an account
of the brutalities and
humiliations of prison
life. It is also a indict-
ment of racism and
political bias in the US. H= -

judicial systemand the the death penalty.

“A tough, true, timely book. You cannot read
it and remain unmoved.” —E.L. Doctorow
A rare and courageous voice speaking from a
place we fear to know: Mumia Abu-Jamal must
be heard.” —Alice Walker

Avon Books, 1996, Paperback, 188pp

The books above are available at

www.leftbooks.com
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The Flint sit-down strike

Workers confronted state repression

By Martha Grevatt

In today’s political climate, many union
activists are focused on 2008 and “taking
back” the White House for the Democratic
Party, cleaving to the premise that the
Democrats are the party of the working
class.

Others more critical of the current
Democratic Party leadership, who want
to take “their” party back, clamor for a
return to the New Deal “democracy” under
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who was president
from 1933 to 1945.

However, a closer look at the role of
the state during the Flint sit-down strike
and the whole labor upsurge of the 1930s
shows a different picture.

Unquestionably, the Roosevelt adminis-
tration enacted a huge number of bold pro-
gressive measures, but as Workers World
Party founder Sam Marcy pointed out in a
1995 article in Workers World newspaper,
“Roosevelt was able to do this based on the
virtual breakdown of the capitalist system.

_EUROPE

The context for his initiatives and imagi-
native legislation was an insurgent work-
ing class. The working class was beginning
to assert itself in an unprecedented way,
and was entirely in accord with the revolu-
tionary working-class struggles in Europe.
Roosevelt’s politics reflected the need to
deal with the urgency of the economic sit-

Little Steel Strike. Eighteen pickets were
gunned down, including 10 who died in
Chicago during the infamous Memorial
Day Massacre.

During the Flint strike itself, the
unarmed workers faced a military alliance
of General Motors (GM), the city adminis-
tration, the judges, the police, the National

uation and the militancy
of the workers.”

The National Recovery
Act, the cornerstone of
New Deal politics, could
not by itself hold back
the violence of the capi-
talist state against the
working class. Scores of |
striking workers were
murdered by police or by
extra-legal goon squads while the police
looked on. Untold numbers were beaten,
shot at, wounded, arrested and fired, and
even their young children were terrorized.
The worst violence occurred in 1937, the
year of the sit-down victory, during the

Workers promise ‘war’
if auto giants close

By Martha Grevatt

The struggle continues to save 1,600
Delphi workers’ jobs in Cadiz, Spain. Since
the announced plant closing earlier this
year, there has been no let up in the mili-
tancy in streets throughout the Andalucia
region. There have been huge protests, a
sit-down and a general strike April 18 in
14 cities. Delphi unions took part in the
huge May Day protests across Spain. On at
least three occasions, most recently May 7,
workers have blocked roads with burning
barricades.

The workers are singing “No Nos
Moveran”’—the Spanish translation of
the old labor standard, “We Shall Not Be
Moved.” They chant “Si Delphi cierra,
guerra, guerra, guerra.” (If Delphi closes,
war, war, war) However, the most popu-
lar banner slogan, “Delphi is not closing,”

Con Edison

By G. Dunkel
New York

Con Edison is leading a determined
campaign that critics say will bilk and
endanger its customers, and overload and
underpay its workers.

After stray voltage from Con Edison
killed a woman who fell on a metal utility-
hole cover while walking her dog in 2004,
the company agreed to spend $10 mil-
lion to detect stray voltage on the streets
of New York City to settle the lawsuit her
family brought.

However, the first four months of this
year, according to a Con Edison spokes-
person, nearly 2,000 hot spots were
identified, twice the rate of last year. The
workforce at Con Edison is so depleted
that there is no way workers can get repair
crews to many of these spots in a timely
fashion.

So the company began hiring livery
drivers to park near the hot spots and to
put up cones and warning signs. When the
Utility Workers Union of America Local
1-2 noticed what was going on, it com-

rejects that “if.”

Meanwhile a one-week strike at GM’s
Opel plant in Antwerp, Belgium, has been
extended to protest GM’s threatened job
cuts. GM workers across Europe held
a one-day strike in solidarity with their
Belgian sisters and brothers. A nation-
wide autoworkers’ strike in Germany was
averted at the last minute when Porsche,
Bosch, and DaimlerChrysler agreed to
worker demands. Short strikes were also
held at the Volkswagen plant in Skoda,
Czech Republic, to protest job cuts there.

While not yet widespread, sit-down
strikes are happening here and there—in
Canada, Australia and Spain. On April 18
at an electronics plant in Southern Wales,
130 Solectron employees, all slated to lose
their jobs, sat down to protest a visit by
European Union Vice President Thomas
Schraeder.[]

* LABOR

Fa Guard and armed vigi-
lantes whom the city
manager had deputized.
During the Jan. 11 “Battle
of the Running Bulls,”
retreating cops managed
to shoot and wound 14
strikers and supporters.
Union leaders Bob
Travis, Victor and
Roy Reuther, Henry
Kraus and three oth-
ers were arrested
and charged with unlawful assembly and
malicious destruction of property, charges
which were later dropped. A Feb. 2 injunc-
tion not only demanded the eviction of
the strikers inside the plants but banned
peaceful picketing outside.

GM strikers in Anderson, Ind., had to
conduct their struggle in a total police
state atmosphere. The “Citizens League”
of 300 local businessmen told organizer
Hugh Thompson to “get out of Anderson,
and do it now, while it is still safe.” A Jan.
25 union meeting had to be canceled after
League threats. Later that night GM fore-
men beat up union supporters, and a
pro-company mob laid siege to the union
hall. Thompson, 13 other adults and a
four-year-old were escorted out by police
and sheriffs and taken to jail, from where
Thompson fled the town.

Union leaders were beaten up and driv-
en from Saginaw, Mich., in a similar fash-
ion, with GM foremen again recognized
among the goons who attacked them.

Where were the Democratic friends of
labor? Why could they not take legal action
against government agents who were vio-
lating First Amendment rights? Is it not
illegal for government to deny a group of
people their constitutional rights?

Later, when the sit-down wave sub-
sided, only a handful of Democrats in
Congress opposed a 1938 bill making the
sit-down tacticillegal—abill that Roosevelt
signed. That same year, Democratic Rep.

HISTORY

Martin Dies from Colorado began hear-
ings of the House Special Committee on
Un-American Activities, denouncing the
sit-down strike as Communist-led. Four
days of testimony attacked even Michigan
Gov. Frank Murphy for “treasonable
action” in failing to enforce the above-
mentioned injunction.

Murphy is one whom sit-down histori-
ans generally portray in a favorable light,
calling him a “peacemaker” or even a
“man of principle.” The governor played
the key role of mediator in this historic
showdown between labor and capital. It
was undeniable that Murphy was under
tremendous and conflicting pressures: on
the one hand from the insurgent work-
ers’ movement that had just elected him
and on the other from “the lawful own-
ers” of industry and their money-fearing
subordinates in Washington. His personal
sympathies may well have been with the
workers. Yet by February Murphy was
finally prepared to order the National
Guard to evict the strikers from the plants
they had occupied since December 1936.
He had secretly shared with Congress of
Industrial Organizations (C10) head John
L. Lewis a letter to that effect.

There was no order to fire. On Feb. 9
Lewis informed the governor “that when
you issue that order | shall enter one of
those plants with my own people ... and
the militia will have the pleasure of shoot-
ing me out of the plants.” Earlier, Murphy
had received a telegram from the strikers
informing him that they would disregard
an injunction ordering them out by Feb.
3. “We fully expect that if a violent effort
is made to oust us, many of us will be
killed,” the telegram read. “If this result
follows from the attempt to eject us, you
are the one who must be held responsible
for our deaths.” It was not the strength of
Murphy’s supposedly tortured conscience
but the strength of the determined work-
ers, personified in Lewis’s defiance, that
stayed the hand of the capitalist state and
brought GM to the bargaining table.

Praise belongs not to the peacemak-
ers who only mediate the conditions of
exploitation, nor to the politicians who
make concessions in the heat of battle. It
belongs to those courageous workers who
put their lives on the line for the better-
ment of their class.[]

and the subways: greed Kkills

plained to the Public Service Commission
(PSC).

“Youwouldn'twantalimousine driver to
respond to afire until the Fire Department
could get there any more than you would
want a limo driver to respond to a Con
Edison emergency,” said John Duffy, vice
president of Local 1-2.

The PSC ignored the union’s
complaints.

While Con Edison ducked the ques-
tion, some reporters checked the limou-
sine companies and estimated that about
1,000 drivers got an 8-hour shift doing
Con Edison’s “public warning” duty at
$150 a shift.

The PSC has been currently forced to
conduct hearings on why Con Edison took
10 days to restore service last summer to
150,000 customers in northwest Queens
during a heat wave. The union’s position
on the cause of the power outage is that
Con Edison basically is not maintain-
ing its distribution network to the level it
should.

The thousands of extremely dangerous
hot spots throughout New York City are

another sign of this lack of maintenance.

But Con Ed bosses obviously feel no
shame. Con Ed just filed a petition with
the PSC on May 4 for a rate increase that
would bring in an additional $1.2 billion
a year. Residential rates would go up by
17 percent a year and commercial rates by
10.6 percent.

Con Edison is not the only large institu-
tion in New York that ignores safety and
maintenance. The past two weeks saw two
subway track workers killed.

At one incident, when track workers
tried to turn off power to the third rail,
they found the emergency switch didn’t
work. They ran to the other end of the plat-
form and pulled that emergency switch. It

didn’t work. They had to go outside and
across the street to a fare booth that was
still staffed to ask central control to turn
off the power.

The subsequent investigation revealed
that 70 emergency switches in the system
don’t work and weren’t marked.

Now they are marked and the Transit
Authority, which runs the New York City
subways, has promised to fix them as
“soon as possible.”

The TA is hinting that the workers
involved in these tragedies were taking
shortcuts. One of the survivors, speak-
ing at the funeral of his co-worker, made
it clear that they were doing exactly what
they were told to do.[J
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Building support for Mumia

‘Don’t let them kill an innocent man’

By Betsey Piette
Philadelphia

Hot off the presses and flying off the
shelves! With the bold banner headline
“Don’t let them Kkill an innocent man,”
a new four-page newsletter, designed
to raise awareness about Mumia Abu-
Jamal’s 25-year-long struggle to win
freedom from Pennsylvania’s death row,
is being enthusiastically received all over
Philadelphia.

“lI never had people take papers like
this before,” sister Pam Africa from Inter-
national Concerned Family and Friends of
Mumia Abu-Jamal told Workers World.
“You go into a place and put down a stack
of papers. Before you get home, people are
calling asking for more!”

Africa reported that the newslet-
ter is particularly popular at the North
Philadelphia office of the Universal Negro
Improvement Association, where they
were excited to see that it includes an
article on UNIA founder Marcus Garvey
focused around the struggle for immigrant
rights. The Honorable Marcus Garvey was
an immigrant worker from Jamaica who

was deported in 1927.

“The newsletter provides facts about
Mumia’s case, but it also covers a lot more
issues including the war, police brutality,
the elections, and it has articles in Span-
ish.” Africa noted: “It makes the point that
all these struggles are really one. People
especially liked the ‘Peoples’ Ballot’ mail-in
coupon where they could check off ‘I vote
for a NEW TRIAL for Mumia Abu-Jamal’.

“When | went to visit Mumia at SCI-
Green | handed them out to family mem-
bers of other death row prisoners on the
bus who all wanted more copies to take
back home.”

Thanks to the volunteer efforts of just
a few individuals, over 15,000 copies of
the newsletter were given out in New York
City and Philadelphia in less than a week.
Now calls are coming in from other cities
asking for the papers.

Throughout Philadelphia wherever
papers have been dropped off, at laun-
dromats, barber shops, delis, beauty par-
lors, pizza or Chinese take-out shops, the
response has been the same. One west Philly
pizza shop owner told a volunteer, “You
know the cops won't like this, but you can

The whip of reaction

Supreme Court sides with anti-woman

By Kris Hamel

The April 18 U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion restricting women’s right to abor-
tion will go down in history as a landmark
reactionary ruling, with far-reaching con-
sequences for reproductive rights and
women’s rights in general. The court’s five
to four ruling in Gonzalez vs. Carhart et
al. is a vicious attack meant to signal that
women’s right to choose abortion may be
overturned by the high court altogether in
the not too distant future. (www.supreme-
courtus.gov/opinions)

Chief Justice John Roberts joined Jus-
tices Samuel Alito, Clarence Thomas, Anto-
nin Scalia and Anthony Kennedy—who
wrote the decision—in overturning three
rulings by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
second, eighth, and ninth federal judicial
circuits, which had found the “Partial-
Birth Abortion Ban Act” unconstitutional
for failing to protect women'’s health.

The grossly misnamed federal law
was passed by Congress and signed by
President George W. Bush in 2003, but was
never enforced because of legal challenges
led by Planned Parenthood Federation
of America, the American Civil Liberties
Union, the National Abortion Federation
and the Center for Reproductive Rights.

The Supreme Court, in upholding the
2003 federal ban, essentially ruled as ille-
gal certain procedures used in post-first-
trimester abortions, procedures referred to
by physicians and the medical community
as dilation and extraction (D&X) or intact
dilation and evacuation (D&E). Medical
professionals have decried the term “par-
tial birth abortion” as a politically charged
and unscientific term meant to restrict
women’s right to exercise medical options
that are often the safest and best for them.

The Court’s decision ominously over-
turns 34 years of precedent by providing
no exceptions for the health of women.
The court ignored decades of its own legal
standards by ruling that restrictive mea-
sures on women’s health are no longer
considered an “undue burden” in outlaw-
ing certain abortions.

Medical opinion and expertise are no

leave a big stack right here on the counter.”

At a nearby beauty salon on 52" Street,
customers got out of their chairs to get
papers, excited to hear that Abu-Jamal’s
case was finally going to be heard in the
U.S. 3 Circuit Court of Appeals, but angry
that the state has never released him from
death row.

Further down the street at the corner of
Baltimore and 52", one man told of grow-
ing up listening to Abu-Jamal’s radio com-
mentaries. He'd already given away his
first copy of the newsletter to his father so
he took another, and then took a stack that
he started handing out on the spot.

When an elderly African-American man
with limited vision received the paper and
learned what it was about he asked the vol-
unteer to repeat the details of Abu-Jamal’s
upcoming hearing on May 17 at 9 am at
the federal courthouse at 6" and Market
Streets several times so he could remem-
ber it. “I'll be there!” he promised.

At Market and 11" Streets in Center
City, one man out shopping with his chil-
dren took a paper and commented that
he wished he could still hear Abu-Jamal’s
radio commentaries. He was thrilled

longer allowed a role in women'’s and doc-
tor’ decisions on the best type of post-first-
trimester abortion procedure for a par-
ticular patient. Decades of legislative and
judicial rulings guided by the principle of
safeguarding women’s health have been
tossed aside with the stroke of a pen, with
the justices providing no cogent reason in
their decision.

While many people erroneously believe
that only women who are too “lazy,” “self-
ish,” “irresponsible” or “intellectually
diminished” could “put off” having abor-
tions in the first trimester, nothing could
be further from the truth. The federal abor-
tion ban will especially affect older women,
who after second-trimester amniocentesis
may find out they are carrying a dead or
dying fetus or one with severe problems
such as hydroencephalus. These are the
women most at risk for serious pregnancy
complications, including pre-eclampsia
and other severe medical problems.

The ban will also affect younger women
who because of fear, lack of correct infor-
mation and finances, and the inability to
control their life’s circumstances, are not
able to deal with an unwanted pregnancy
until after the first 12 weeks.

The law’s vague and unscientific lan-
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Hundreds of thousands of women defend abortion rights, Washington, D.C., April 2004.

guage also puts a cloud of doubt on proce-
dures used for first-trimester abortions as
well. Anti-choice advocates have uniformly
expressed glee that laws introducing more
abortion restrictions without regard to a
pregnant woman'’s health or the stage of
fetal development will now be passed and
legally upheld.

The Supreme Court stated in its decision
that the 2003 federal law “... appl[ies] both
pre-viability and post-viability because ...
a fetus is a living organism while within
the womb, whether or not it is viable out-
side the womb.” (550 U.S. 2007, at 17)
Advocates of “fetal personhood” are now
emboldened to push for laws wherein
women’s rights will be secondary to the
rights of fetuses.

On April 19, the day after the Court’s
decision, legislators in Michigan and
Louisiana introduced their own versions
of the “partial birth abortion” ban, with at
least four other states following suit.

Both sides of the “abortion debate” agree
that further restrictions to reproductive
rights will soon proliferate and challenge
Roe vs. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court
decision that legalized abortion as part of
awoman'’s right to medical privacy.

The 2008 legislative season is already

to learn that they are available on line
through www.prisonradio.org.

With less than two weeks before Abu-
Jamal’s critical hearing on four appeals of
his 1982 conviction, getting out informa-
tion on his case and letting people know
about the May 17 hearings is the number-
one priority. The Fraternal Order of Police
has been on a neo-fascistic rampage try-
ing to silence support for Abu-Jamal as
the court date draws closer. Just like Bush
administration cover-ups around the war
in Irag, the FOP is trying to stop the truth
about Abu-Jamal from getting out.

When the Third Circuit Court of Appeals
reviews the case it will decide whether
Mumia Abu-Jamal gets a new trial, life in
prison without parole, or execution. The
whole world is watching how the Third
Circuit will rule.

We must let them know where we stand:
Only Mumia’s release or a new trial is
acceptable! Go to www.millions4mumia.
org to download the “Don’t Let Them Kill
an Innocent Man” newspaper, the May 17
leaflet and poster. To buy New York bus
tickets to go to Philadelphia on May 17,
call 212-633-6646.]

ideologues

being called a “free-for-all” with the expec-
tation that dozens of states will introduce
and pass restrictions on women'’s right to
abortion. One or more of these laws will
then be reviewed by the high court, which
is now postured to overturn Roe.

The majority opinion written by Ken-
nedy is a highly reactionary political docu-
ment that adopts and embraces the lan-
guage of anti-choice rhetoric and unprov-
en, unscientific notions regarding women
and abortion. In the 39-page decision, the
term “mother,” ostensibly meant to indi-
cate a pregnant woman, is used 23 times.
Female anatomical terms are used over 36
times; “baby” or “infant” is used 11 times,
and the word “kill” 28 times.

Even the words “love” and “moral” are
included in the decision—for example:
“Respect for human life finds an ultimate
expression in the bond of love the mother
has for her child. The Act recognizes this
reality as well. Whether to have an abor-
tion requires a difficult and painful moral
decision ... While we find no reliable data
to measure the phenomenon, it seems
unexceptionable to conclude some wom-
en come to regret their choice to abort
the infant life they once created and sus-
tained.” (550 U.S. 2007, at 28-29)

The decision accepts the unproven and
uns